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ASPE News

VP Technical Message

Juan Rojas, VP Technical

How far can an engineer go? When dealing with code issues.

| found it very informative and of substantial value to the plumbing engineering community. Apparently
when dealing with unreasonable inspectors at the project site ask such inspectors to cite the code when irra-
tional issues arise. This and many other interesting items were discussed during the last October tech session

presented by Mr. Denis McNaughton.

The building code is the main oversight document for code enforcement; all phases of code enforcement be-
gin here and work their way down to the other codes, so what you might not see in any specific plumbing
code might be in the local jurisdiction supplemental code.

Fortunately, yes | said fortunately for us here in the great Washington metropolitan area we have different
jurisdictions that have different ordinances and plumbing code enforcement references, i.e. International
Plumbing Code, National Plumbing Code, WSSC, etc., and what one particular code requiresin one juris-

diction might not be applicable to the other.

Another interesting item was about grease interceptors we all know that when dealing with WSSC jurisdic-
tion, they have their own requirements, but this does not mean that it will be the same case for other local

jurisdictions.

Basicaly, | am advocating that before you begin with a major project, please collect the pertinent project
local code information, contact local jurisdiction code officials, gather the design team and set up a meeting
with the AHJ. You'll be surprised how much time this will save you.

This month’ s tech session will have Mr. Paul Galvin Business Development Manager for Life Science/
Industrial products of GF Piping Systems, LLC. Today’s laboratory buildings present the designer with
challenges unlike those encountered in other types of design. Paul topic will be discussing about “Design of

Specia Waste Piping and Neutralization Systems’, “High Purity Water Piping Systems.

Here' sathought: U.S. building codes require that materials in a plenum or air- handling space have a flame
spread index of 0-25 and a smoke developed index of 0-50 (25/50 rating) when tested in accordance with

ASTM E84.

As aways thank you for attending and supporting your local DC chapter.

Looking forward to see you at the meeting again.

Yours truly,

Juan Rojas\VP Tech
ASPE DC Chapter




ASPE News

Trash & Fire

Recently, someone | know was staining the deck outside of her house. (I'll leave her name out, but | usually
refer to her as my better half.) She used an oil based stain to treat the wood. I’m sure many of you have al-
ready done this kind of job at your own house. After she finished the cleaning, she put the rags—common
paper toweling--into a plastic bag and threw it away into the trash can outside of the house. Thirty minutes
later, after showering and dressing, she went to the kitchen for a glass of water and happened to look out the

front window only to see the trash area in flames and the deck she had just stained starting to go up as well.

It was not a hot day. The temperature was less than 70 degrees, but the conditions were till right for the
fumes to ignite. The instructions on the can mention briefly how to dispose of the rags but more information
isonly available from the local regulatory board. My wife learned her lesson well, but | wonder how many

take the time to dig for the information on how to dispose of the waste?

This got me thinking, plumbing engineers may not have to do the sprinkler head layouts for most jobs, but
when you plan the water supply, specia attention should be given to the loading docks and trash areas. Even
if it is not a high rise building, the trash is often still located adjacent to the building. We just never know
what has been throw away by homeowners who didn’t take time to take care--electronics, household chemi-

cals, motor ail. | think you would be surprised what you can find in the trash area.

Special consideration should be given to this area for thorough fire protection. Some side wall sprinkler
heads don’'t cost much, but if afire starts, you will be grateful the building is well protected.

JamesY ang
ASPE-DC Chapter
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Washington Chapter meetings are currently being held at the Olive Garden
located on Route 7 (8133 Leesburg Pike) in Tyson’s Corner. Please join us for
our General Meeting November 14, 2007
Call for directions: (703) 893-3175
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All Reservationsfor dinner arerequested by:
Noon, Tuesday, November 13th

RSVP to the evite, or email justin.lego@sthinc.com

Member: $28.00
Non-Member $30.00
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ASPE News

Please take a minute to
notice the newest changes
to the newsletter and
welsite.

If you have any suggestions

or comments regarding the

newsletter or web page, Ty
please contact Justin Lego TS
at justin.lego@sthinc.com

BAY ASSOCIATES

Rick BubD

10312 Fox CHASE CIRCLE, NEW MARKET, MARYLAND 21774
PHoNE 301/865-8540, 301/865-8543
CELL PHOME 443/250-4789
Enall: rck budd@hctmail.com

Ak for Ned Pwyer

Phone: 240.553.0112 or Fax 240.553.01 35 or visit our website www. gjdwyer.com

Amtekco Amtek_co - Food.ser.\rlce. stainless steel scullery smk.s, ct{stc-m pGALnI L[J'Cé;\i\
Agquarius — Acrylic, fiberglass & ADA showers, Alzheimer's N

Bradley Corporation — Showers, lavatory systems, & safety fixtures
AQUARJUS  Chicago Faucet Co. — Remote control sensor, lab, institutional facility & MIFAB’
Chronomite — Instantaneous heaters & laminar flow controls o
Delany — Flush valves, battery & hard wire sensor, remote control EII:Equ

Mifab — Steel interceptor, access doors, trap primers, drains AN R
— Powers Proces..s Contr_ols — Hi-lo, master mixers, TMV, EFX valves SCHIER
(ol = Rectorseal — Firestopping sealants, cements, solvents PRI CORRRNY

Schier — Acid neutralization tanks SEHN —
Stern Williams — Terrazzo mop basins, shower, clinic sink base F

errazzo Produwcts
Truebro — ADA insulation kit for lavatories/sinks

% Wedge — Test and mechanical plugs il )
Providing Quality Plumbing Products & Service Since 1970 MRS Lulanian Advswiians
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Justin
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