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Washington DC Chapter Officers Election  
  

We greatly appreciate everybody's support in the past years. A New Year 
has started for all of us. We are currently encouraging everybody who is  
interested with the officer's position to apply. If you are interested in         
applying, please send an email to James Yang, the chapter president, at 
jyang@ghtltd.com, or vice-presidents Juan Rojas at 
jrojas@integralpe.com  or Ron Ball at ron_ball@urscorp.com.   
  

All position qualifications and duties are listed in the attached PDF. Opening 
for applications are open as of today (2/4/08), and will end 4/11/08. All new 
officers will be selected before 5/14/08.   

If you are willing to make a difference in our local chapter, the region and 
the society, please stand up for yourself.   

 
James Yang 

ASPE-DC Chapter President 

February 2008 Issue                                              AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS 

President’s Message 
  James Yang, CPD, President 

P.O. Box 6189  McLean Virginia 22106 
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OFFICERS 

 
PRESIDENT 
James Yang, CPD 
GHT Limited 
(410) 712-7050 x4230 
jyang@ghtltd.com 

REGION I CHAIRPERSON  
John Puchala, CIPE         
EDG2, Inc                     
(202) 466-2222         
john.puchala@edg2.com   

VP TECHNICAL              
Juan Rojas 
Tolk, Inc. 
(703)208-1759 
jarojas@tolk.net 
 

VP LEGISLATIVE 
Ronald Ball, AA, BS 
URS Corporation 
(202) 872-0277 x197 
ron_ball@urscorp.com 
 

VP MEMBERSHIP 
Dan Galloway 
AMES, Inc. 
(240)678-4785 (cell) 
dang@amesinc.com 
 

TREASURER 
Gareth Koogle 
STH, Inc. 
(301) 682-3390 x16 
gareth.koogle@sthinc.com 
 

ADMIN SECRETARY 
Derek Wilson                         
GHT Limited 
(410) 712-7050 x4223 
dwilson@ghtltd.com 

 
CORRES. SECRETARY 
Shawn Gerst 
RepSouth 
shawng@repsouth.com 
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Program notice for professionals who design, install, inspect, approve, recommend  
or regulate ground source heat-pumps. 

  
Please forward this notice to your colleagues, clients and contacts. 

Thanks, 
Garret Graaskamp, American Ground Water Trust 

  
USING THE EARTH’S RENEWABLE ENERGY 

(Geothermal applications workshop) 
Ground Source Heating & Cooling for Residential and Commercial 

Properties 
Latest Technologies, Economic Advantages, Environmental Impacts and 

Regulations 
Wednesday, February 20th, 2008  --  8:00 am - 4:45 pm 

Holiday Inn - Columbia, 7900 Washington Boulevard, Columbia, MD 
 (An American Ground Water Trust education program) 

  
REVIEW THE FULL PROGRAM AND REGISTER AT: 

  HTTP://WWW.AGWT.ORG/WORKSHOPS.HTM 
  

This one-day program will: 
         Define the “state of the art” in terms of design options and economic pay-back 
         Demonstrate the environmental and strategic benefits of the technology 
         Dispel common myths about the effectiveness, reliability and safety of ground source 

systems 
         Explain industry-accepted installation, operation and maintenance practices 
         Provide an update on state, local and regulatory oversight recommendations 

  
Questions to be considered include: 

         Are there any environmental or economic risks associated with this technology? 
         Are there data that clearly demonstrate risk cause and effect?   
         Do design and installation standards provide adequate environmental protection?  
         Should specific professional training be required for the below-ground system 

installation?  
         Which agencies should, or do, have, regulatory oversight for heat exchange 

installations?   
         What are the barriers to widespread adoption of the technology for new buildings     or for 

homeowner retrofit?  What can be done to eliminate these barriers? 
  

Future Ground Source Heating and Cooling Programs from the American Ground Water 
Trust: 

Naperville, IL - April 2, 2008 
Seattle, WA - May 12, 2008 

Bridgewater, NJ - June 24, 2008 
  
  

Scroll down for registration form 
Go to www.agwt.org to register on-line 

Or call 1-800 423 7748 to register by phone



 

Registration Form 
  

Ground Source Heating & Cooling for 

Residential and Commercial Properties 
Latest Technologies, Economic Advantages,  

Environmental Impacts and Regulations 
  

DATE:   Wednesday, February 20th, 2008, 8:00 am - 4:45 pm 
LOCATION:   Holiday Inn - Columbia, 7900 Washington Boulevard, Columbia, MD 20794, Tel:  410-799-7500   

  
  

  
                                                                                                                        CHECK BOX 
                        PRE REGISTRATION (GENERAL)                                              $175     
                        PRE REGISTRATION (TRUST CORPORATE MEMBERS)            $150     
                        ON-SITE REGISTRATION                                                          $200     
                        EXHIBIT TABLE (DOES NOT INCLUDE REGISTRATION)                   $200     
                        (Registration includes workshop handouts, coffee breaks and lunch) 
  
  
PAYMENT:     Check      [Make checks payable to: American Ground Water Trust] 
  
                      AMEX         Visa         MasterCard         PO  

  
Credit Card or PO No.                                                 Expiration                    

Cardholder Name                                                                                              

Registration Name                                                                                            

Title/Position                                                                                                      

Company/ Organization                                                                                     

Address                                                                                                              

City                                                     State              Zip                                     

Phone                              Fax                              E-Mail                                    

Return by mail:                              American Ground Water Trust 
                                                          16 Centre Street, Concord, NH  03301 
                                                          Tel (603) 228-5444 
  
Return by fax:       (603) 228-6557                             Register on line:             www.agwt.org 
  
  

CANCELLATION POLICY 
  

•          Cancellations received in the Trust office by 5 pm ET 15 days prior to event will be granted a full refund less $25. 
•          Cancellation 14 days or less, prior to the event will receive a 50 % refund. 
•          Cancellations on the day of the event are considered "No Shows." 
•          Refunds will not be granted for "No Shows" (substitutions gladly accepted). 
•          The Trust will not cancel a conference program because of bad weather conditions.  Except that, as the result of an event 

cancellation resulting from, (but not limited to) circumstances such as a state mandatory evacuation or a fire at the program 
facility, the Trust will reschedule the event and honor registrations as payment for the new event. 
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ASPE News 

Good job everyone! 
Good attendance and a great presentation by Mr. Mohile, it was as good as they come I personally enjoyed 
and learned a lot from his very informative presentation, hope everyone feels the same way. I encourage 
everybody to write to us with your thoughts about this presentation and any other presentation. We really 
need your feedback so we can improve our meeting; every comment counts whether praise or critic is      
always constructive. 
 
Over a period of several years the chapter meetings have been taking place in Virginia and it appears that we 
might be relocating to a place in Maryland. Again, this is an item where we need your comments as well. It 
is important to remember that we all are part of this chapter and by working together we can make it better. 
 
If you have not gotten a chance to take the online survey that was sent out, please make sure to take a few 
minutes out of your already hectic schedule and give it a try. This will help the chapter a great deal to have a 
general consensus. As always, thank you very much for your support. 
 
This month tech session guest speaker is Mr. A. Maurice Jones, Jr. he is the supervisory Fire Protection   
Engineer for the Alexandria Fire and EMS Department’s, Code Enforcement Bureau, Fire Protection      
Systems Unit in Alexandria, Virginia. 
 
Gareth Koogle with STH is hosting the table top demonstration. Concentrating on pump’s VFD drives and 
controls. With today’s energy saving conscientious citizens and the great green building design concept it 
will be a great opportunity to learn about the advantages of VFD drives. 
 
Fire protection Systems: 
As defined by IBC, approved devices, equipment and systems or combination of systems used to detect a 
fire, activate an alarm, extinguish or control a fire, control or manage smoke and products of a fire or any 
combination thereof. 
 
For plumbing engineers fire protection system is limited to making provisions of automatic sprinkler and 
standpipe systems and most of the time, at the performance spec level. However with this portion of the   
entire fire protection system there are a lot of questions, which I refer to them as vague within the code and 
most of the time left to the interpretation of the local code authority. 
 
Here’s a chance to bring the one vague question to Mr. Jones and hopefully his response will give you a   
better understanding of it. Please come prepared and bring your questions. 
 
Again, thank you for your support; I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Juan Rojas 
VP Tech 
ASPE DC Chapter 

ASPE DC Announcements 
  Juan Rojas, VP Technical 
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BAY associates - Paul Baker
1432 Front Avenue • Lutherville, MD  21093

(800) 825-6616 • paul@bayassoc.com

We have the solution  
for your specification

SPEAKMAN® 
www. speakmancompany.com
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ASPE News 

Code Updates 
  Ron Ball, VP Legislative 

February 2008 

It is almost Super Bowl Sunday so I hope everyone designed their toilet rooms to withstand the water and 
sewer demand during halftime. 

Code Issues 

Michigan 

The Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute (CISPI) recently issued a letter concerning cast iron pipe and fittings stan-
dards. Last fall the Michigan Construction Code Commission rejected cast iron materials manufactured by 
MWI Import Products for state construction projects. MWI is a Chinese manufacturer of cast iron materials. 
The commission denied approval of the products because MWI was unable to provide proof that their prod-
ucts conformed to applicable standards referenced in the Michigan Plumbing Code. For anyone interested 
the record of the proceedings is available at www.michigan.gov/cis. This is a good example of an industry 
standards organization, CISPI (www.cispi.org) working with code officials to maintain quality control in 
plumbing products. 

Having cut my teeth so to speak in my home state of Michigan I am not surprised by this ruling. The Michi-
gan codes have always been conservative and watchful of standards of quality. This is a reminder to us all to 
become more aware of the various standards in the codes such as ASME, ASTM, CISPI, etc. when writing 
our specifications and reviewing submittal documents. CISPI and other organizations do an outstanding job 
of testing and reviewing product quality and safety but ultimately it is our job as design professionals to en-
sure the products we specify and install meet the code and industry standards. 

If any of you have encountered a situation where non-conforming materials or fixtures were used or substi-
tuted let me know so I can include it in a future newsletter. 

Happy Chinese New Year to you all. 

 

Ron 

 

Reference 

Cast Iron Soil Institute, 2008, Chattanooga, Tennessee, www.cispi.org 
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D:\ASPE Newsletter\June-July 2006\CommercialLineCard2006[2].doc 

COMMERCIAL / INDUSTRIAL LINE CARD 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A.K. Industries 
Fiberglass Basins, Septic Tanks and Lift Stations  

 
AMES/MESSCO Controls & Systems 

Electric and Motor Controls, Magnetic Starters, Custom Control Panels, Prefabricated Water Booster Systems and Stations 
 

Aurora Pump Company 
Centrifugal, Split-Case, End-Suction, Inline, Condensate, Boiler Feed, Variable Speed Systems Booster, Multistage & Regenitive Turbine, 

Sump and Sewage, Triple Duty Valves, Suction Diffusers and Strainers 
 

Aurora/John Wood Company/TIGERFLOW/Mechanical Room Supplies/Wendland 
Expansion Tanks (diaphragm & bladder type), Air Separators, Hydropneumatic Storage Tanks, Custom Tanks 

 
Bruner Corporation/Waterlink/Lakeside  

Water Softeners, Filters, RO & DI, Condensate Polishers 
 

Fairbanks Morse 
Non-Clog Sewage, Vertical Turbine, Solids, Handling, Submersible Sewage, Split-Case, Vertical Turbine & Propeller 

 
Grease Solutions  

Grease Separators with design and capacity for the extended retention time required to separate FOG’s effectively. The sys tem is available 
with an ultrasonic monitoring system to detect and record sludge level, liquid level and alarm when tank needs to be pumped. 

 
Griswold Filtration 

Centrifugal Solids Separator in sizes ½” to 20” for Cooling Towers 
 

Precision Systems 
Package d Lift Stations & Emergency Generators 

 
Proceptor 

Fiberglass Grease and Oil Separators 
 

Proco Products, Inc. 
Expansion Joints, Flex Connectors, Compensators, Couplings  

 
Rockford Sanitary Systems, Inc. 

Steel Grease, Oil, Water Separators, Heliport Fuel Separators, Lint Separators 
 

Rontondo / Carlgen 
Rounded-Corner Pump Stations, Multi-use Precast Concrete Buildings  

 
Stancor 

Elevator Sump Pump with (Oil Minder) System, Stainless Steel Pumps  
 

TIGERFLOW Systems, Inc. 
Packaged Booster Systems, Fire Pump Systems, Variable Speed Pump Systems, and Heat Transfer Packages 

 
Tsurumi Pump, Inc. 

Cutter, Stainless Steel, Dewatering, Sump & Sewage  
 

Weil Pump Company 
Sewage Ejectors, Sump and Condensate, Pneumatic Ejectors, Grinder, Packaged Lift Stations  

 
 
 

8918 Herrmann Drive, Columbia, MD  21045 
301-621-8899 (DC)      410-995-6971 (Balt) 

Contact: Frank McQuilkin x101, Carole Pappas x104, Dan Galloway x110, Ken Dell x107, 
Maureen Shettle x124, Rachel Anderson x105 

Visit us at our website: http://www.amesinc.com 
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ASPE News 

Please take a minute to notice 
 the newest changes on the 
newsletter and web page. 

 
If you have any suggestions or 

comments regarding the  
newsletter or web page, please 

contact Justin Lego at  
nfuegolego@hotmail.com 
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