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To all our readers, 
 

On Tuesday, March 12, and Saturday, March 15, the DC chapter had its CPD re-
view course in Joseph R. Loring & Associates, Inc. and Allen & Shariff’s offices in 
Columbia. We had quite a few participates for this free review course. Among the 
attendees were members from both the DC and Baltimore chapters. CPDs are in 
high demand as there are not many with this certification. Although they do not 
carry signing authorization, CPD certification is acceptable across the country. 
 
Our special thanks to David Bailey, who put the course together. We could not 
have done it without Mr. Bailey’s hard work and sacrifice his personal time. 
 
In order to educate those interested in plumbing trade design, we are hosting an-
other plumbing seminar on April 24. The topic will be booster pump system sizing 
and benefits of VFD versus Constant speed drive. LEED rainwater re-use systems, 
water softener systems, sump pumps and sewage ejector systems. This event com-
bines DC and Baltimore chapters.  Space is limited to the first 70 people. Check the 
event details in the March newsletter at www.aspedc.org. CEUs will be issued by 
the DC chapter. 
 
We are here to serve all plumbing professionals including the manufacturer’s repre-
sentatives in our region. If you are interested in giving a seminar related to the 
plumbing trade, please let us know. We will help you to get the message to all our 
members. If you would like to advertise on our website, www.aspedc.org, contact 
us. Our standard advertising rates are listed on website at www.aspedc.org. 
 
James Yang, DC chapter president 
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ASPE News 

It’s hard to believe spring is here, considering current temperatures, but it is and I know I am ready for to get 
outside and enjoy the outdoors – at least for a good cookout. 

In our industry it seems like time goes by so quickly or it could be the constant deadlines. So even if spring 
just got here some of us are already, mentally, in summer time mode. We’re all trying to juggle our          
schedules so we can allow a week or two of vacation and a few getaway weekends in between. 

Yes, we all know how busy each and everyone of us are, and the last thing that we need to do is add another 
chore to our list, like attending the ASPE local chapter monthly meetings. I know we get consumed with our 
work, especially in this design build world, that it becomes easy to postpone attending until the next       
meeting. 

The reality is, work will always be there waiting for us so let us take a break from work. Come and join us 
every month, the chapter needs your presence and your input. Engineers, designers, contractors, manufac-
turer representative, and AHJ need to interact; this is our chance to work our network for our company    
benefit and our professional growth. 

How many times has a plumbing engineer been asked a question, and more than likely they don’t know the 
answer? We go and do our own research until we exhaust our resources to no luck – he/she has probably 
also been required to design with a variety of plumbing codes and amendments. Wouldn’t it be nice just 
pick up the phone and consult your question with a peer or a knowledgeable expert? It is easy to say, “All I 
need to do is read the code and go along with it,” but we all know how vague the code or guidelines can be. 

A good example as to why plumbing engineers should attend is last meetings’ speaker, Mr. Dave Thomas 
from The Fairfax County Fire Protection Division. His presentation was specifically geared to plumbing  
engineers, since most of our involvement with fire protection is performance spec. However even to this 
level we sometimes fail to provide adequate information to sprinkler contractors for proper bidding of the 
project as well as necessary information to permit the contract documents. 

A responsible plumbing engineer can really make a difference, in a project, in the office, and in the        
community, it all starts with a good relationship. A relationship that needs to be established with clients,  
architects, contractors, code officials and the network of colleagues in this big industry. 

With that said, I encourage you to attend your local chapter monthly meetings. 

As always, thank you for attending and supporting your local DC chapter. 

Looking forward to see you at the meeting again. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Juan Rojas\VP Tech 

ASPE DC Chapter 

ASPE News 

VP Technical Message 
  Juan Rojas, VP Technical 
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ASPE News 

Code Updates 
  Ron Ball, VP Legislative 

 April 2008 

Spring is almost here as witnessed by my itching eyes and crazy sinuses. The code front has been somewhat 
quiet lately but there are a few items of interest. The ICC recently finished hearings on revisions to the 
plumbing code. The proposed changes and rejections have been widely publicized in many of the trade 
magazines and in Plumbing Systems & Design, the official ASPE magazine. If you have some reaction ei-
ther negative or positive, (names can be changed to protect the innocent) drop me an email and I will get it 
published in the May newsletter. 

Wisconsin 

“The state of Wisconsin adopted the most recent edition of NFPA 1, Uniform Fire Code. The adoption be-
came effective on March 1, 2008. Adopted in 20 states, the code provides requirements necessary to estab-
lish a reasonable level of fire safety and property protection from hazards created by fire and explosion. 

The primary purposes of the code address the basic fire prevention requirements and reference or extract the 
fire prevention/protection aspects of several other NFPA codes and standards. Wisconsin officials already 
participated in training and will partake in future training programs developed by NFPA, which include in-
struction on code requirements, utilization, and code enforcement.”  

Reference:  

Consulting-Specifying Engineer magazine [electronic version], March 3, 2008, downloaded from http://
www.csemag.com/article/CA6539902.html?industryid=47253  

 Those of you out there that work on Federal projects you are probably aware that GSA promoting and in 
most cases requiring Green building certification. Radiant and Hydronics magazine reports, “The U.S. Gen-
eral Services Administration has established an Office of High-Performance Green Buildings that will en-
sure all federal buildings are meeting sustainable design and energy-reduction targets mandated by the re-
cently enacted Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007. This newly created office will work in con-
junction with the Department of Energy, which has the responsibility of commercial buildings.” 

Reference: 

Radiant & Hydronics e-news, March 13, 2008, downloaded from http://www.pmmag.com 

 

Remember, if you have experienced any code issues send me an email with the details and I will include 
them in future articles. 
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ASPE News 

Washington Chapter meetings are currently being held at the Olive Garden    
located on Route 7 (8133 Leesburg Pike) in Tyson’s Corner. Please join us for 
our General Meeting April 16, 2008    

Call for directions: (703) 893-3175 

All Reservations for dinner are requested by: 
            Noon, Tuesday April15, 2008 

 
RSVP to the evite   

Email Justin Lego at nfuegolego@hotmail.com to be added to mailing list. 
 
Dinner: Member:   $28.00 
  Non-Member   $30.00 


